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"fiftieth" be inserted in lieu thereof.
This would be fifty half-yearly payments
of the principal, commencing at the
expiration of five years after the money
was borrowed, thus making the repay-
luerits extend over a period of 30 years
altogether.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the object he had in view in raking
the termn of repayment 20 years was
to assimilate it with the term of the
mortgage bonds. It might, perhiaps,
press at little heavily in some instances,
bitt every year the repayments would
be getting easier, as the debt was re-
duced. Possibly it might be arranged
onl a more scientific actuarial basis, but
the scheme he proposed had the merit
of simplicity; and it had struck him
as being a fair thing. He was not a
believerin mak-ing the period of repay-
ment extend over too long a term. Thirty
years would be hialf a man's life-time.
If at jan were 30 years old when be
borrowed the money, he would not be
free front the debt until be was a grey-
headed old man. However, if members
thlouight it wouildbemaadva~utag-etoextendI
the term, lie had no particular objection.

MR. LOTON was inclined to favour
the amendment. No doubt these annual
p~aymelnts would press rather heavily at
the outset, and he was afraid, unless the
period of repayment was extended, and
the ann ual contributions correspondingly
reduced, the result would be that some of
these mien would be compelled to have
resort to outside assistance to enable
thein to pay off the claims of the Govern-
tBleat. He would suggest that the
Premier should re-draft the whole of the
clause, framing it on the principle that
so much interest and so much sinking
funi d should he paid annually.

Ma. THROSSELL wvas not altogether
opposed to the amendment, though he
thought it erred on the side of liberality.
As, however, the borrower under this
Bill had to tax himself very considerably'
in spending his own money before lie
could get any Government assistance, he
would not object to the amendment.

Mn. ILTLrNGWORTH would have
pferred to see the period extended to
40years, in which case the contribution

to the sinking fund need not he more
titan one per cent, annually.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, ais amended, agreed to.
Clauses 24 to 30:
Put and passed.
Schedule, preamble, and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourued at 45 minutes

past 5 o'clock p.m.

iieqis Infib e ftotuncxl,
Wednesday, 1thc October, 18.94.
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Tnn PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the Chair at 4-30 o'clock p..

PRAYERS.

SUPREME COURT-ERECTTON OF.
THE HoN. F. M. STONE asked the

Colonial Secretary whether tile Govern-
ment intended buildinlg a new Supreme
Court House, making provision for two
Courts in such building.
* THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Roll.
S. H. Parker) replied: The question of
erecting a new Supreme Court has beeni
uinder the consideration of the Govern-
ment, but no decision has yet been
arrived at.. The question will again be
considered during the coming recess,
whlen I hope it will be determined to
erect a complete block of buildings for
Court-houses, legal offices, and all neces-
sary app)urtenances.

CAMPING GROUND FOR MINERS.
THE Hox. F. M. STONE asked the

Colonial Secretary whether the Govern-

Agricultural Rank Bill.
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went intended to set apart a piece of
land, in some reserve close to Perth, for
a camping ground during the summeir
mouths for nmers returning from the
goldfieldsF

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) replied: The Government
has no present intention of setting apart
a piece of land for- the purpose mentioned.
I trust tint the miners returning from
our goldfields during the summer will be
in such a flourishing financial Condition
as to render camping out unnecessary.

HON. H. J. SAUNDERS-LEAVE OF
ABSENCE TO.

THE HON. F. M. STONE moved that
leave of absence be granted to the Eon.
H. J. Saunders for 14 days, on account of
private business.

Question put and passed.

BUSSET4 TON STREET CLOSURE BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
jpaseel.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS iI..

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 155-Mode of making v alua-
tioll:

THECOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) moved that the words £2
10s., in the 2nd and 3rd lines of sub-
clause (3), be struck out, and the words X3
inserted. He said: The amendment I

propose raises an important question. It
raises the question as to what should be
deemed the minimum annual value of
rateable land in municipalities. When
this Bill was first drawn I believe it was
provided that this should be 5 per cent.,
but the Assembly deemed that too muc:h
and reduced it to £2 10s. per cent. ; but it
seems to me that that is certainly too low
to place as a minimum of the anuw'J
rateable value in relation to the fair
capital value. We know that no one
would invest in laud when they were only
to get 22' per cent. on the money invest -d,
and, therefore, why shouidwe thusestinnate,
that as the annual value ? Persons who
buy land not only expect to obtatin the
increment which attaches to the land in
growing towns, but also at least 5 per
cent, for money invested by them in the
purchase. Why, then, should we make 22

per cent. the minimum value? I propose
a slight increase only, in view of the
position taken up by the Lower House
on this question. I notice that my hon.
friend who represents Albany suggests
that this should be 5 per cent., butTI may

Iremindhim that a divisionlhas taken place
in the Assembly on th is question and they
rejected 5 per cent., and the most the
Government Could obtain was 2'. per-
cent. I may say tbat the Attorney
General is in accord with the motion I1
ani making, and if anything else were
agreed to I1 do not think the Government

i would be prepared to recommend any
larger sum to the Lower House in view
of what has already taken place there.

TUE HON. S. J. HAYNES: I have
listened to what the Hon.. he Colonial
Secretary has said, but I should like to
give my views as to why I wish to in-
crease it to 5 per cent. I understand
that .5 per cent, is the basis in Victoria
and New South Wales. In Victoria,
during "boom time," I believe they in-
creased it, but since they have been urged

ito conic back to 5 per vent.
Tun I oN. J. W. HACKETT: They have

done so.
Tnn HTON. S. J. HAYNES: With

respect to the first clause, which provides
for the annua.l rating of houses and shops,
there is a material alteration. According
t,- the old Act, the rating was on what
tie property was expected to yield less
all outgoings. I do not know what the
practice has been in Perth, but in Albany
the outgoings were allowed ait 10 per
cent., and now it is given less a deduction
equal to 20 per (-cut., which will involve a
loss to the municipalities, whichl they will
have to make good in some other way.
The next section d'-als with unoccupied
land, and the rating is 712 per cent., which
I think is fair and reasonable; and now
the anomaly comes in. I know a piece
of land in Albany which is worth
£21,000. It is unoccupied, and would
be rated under sub-section (4) at £7 10s.
per cent., or £75. If thtere were a shanty
upon it, it would be rated at 21. pe r
cent., or £225. The increase proposed
by the Ron. the Colonial Secretary is
merely nominal; if we increase it to 5 per
cent, it would be reasonable. I have
conuted the Town Clerk of Albany, andl
hie says that no one would] grumble at
5 per cent.; and therefore I hope the Hon.
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the Colonial Secretary will fall in with
the suggestion and do away with the

aoayI have pointed out. Although
I have only mentioned one municipality,
I believe thalt the Municipal Council of
the city of Perth considers that 5 per
cent. is a most reasonable amuount. If
the amount is reduced, it can only mean
that the municipalities will have to mnake
it uip in some other way, or they will not
be able to meet their ordinary engage-
ments.

THE HoN. E. W. DAVIES: I have
much pleasure in following the remarks
of the Hon. Colonial Secretary. The
suggestion of the municipal conference
was 2* per Cent. The Colonial Secretary
says 3 per cent., and I think that is a
happy medium.

THE HoN. F. 1W. STONE: I shall
support the amendment of the Hon.
Colonial Secretary. When we consider
the rates we are paying in Perth, we must
all come to the conclusion that they are
far too high, especiall y when we kinow
that the best houses in Perth will only
bring from £100 to £136 a year as rent.
I can give an instance of property worth
from £6,000 to £7,000, which only brings
in a rental of £140. At 5 per cent, it
would mean £350 rateable value, and
therefore, considering the amount the
property brings in, the increased rate
would be most unfair.

THE HoN. S. J. HAYNES: There may
be an injustice in one or two instances,
but I think on the whole it would work
satisfactorily.

Amendment put and passed.
THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

S. H. Parker) : It will be observed that
sub-section (4) says that the annual value
of rateable land which is unoccupied shall
be taken to be £7 l0s. per cent, on) the
capita! value. Hon. members will bear
in mind that that does not refer to waste
land which is not built upon, but only to
unoccupied land. Land may be occupied
for buildings or for other purposes. If a
grant of land is fenced in and used for
cows to graze upon, it would not be un-
occupied, but land which is absolutely
unused is that what comes under this
sub-clause, and it is proposed in that
case to rate it at 712 per cent. of its capital
value. Now that we have raised the
value of occupied land to 3 per cent., I
think 71, per cent, is too high for un-

occupied land, and I therefore propose to
strike out 71 per cent. and insert 6
lper cent., which seems to me a much
fairer proportion than appears in the
Bill.

THE HON. E. H. WITTENOOM: It
seems to me rather extraordinary, at this
stage of the Bill, that it is necessary to
make this amendment. I was under the
impression that the municipal conference
considered these matters, and that the
Lower House had adopted their sugges-
tions. The chances are that the man-
hers of the municipal Conference had a
great deal more experience in these
matters than we have, and I do not
think we ought to propose something
different to what they have consented
to.

Tuj F HoN. E. W. DAVIES: For my
part I think 7w* per cent: is very little,
adid if we reduce it to 6 per cent, it will
tend to the encouragement of the very
things in municipalities which we do not
want. We do not wanit speculators
holding blocks for long periods, and doing
nothing to them, at low rateable values.
I would ratter see the amount in-
creased to 10 per cent.

THE Boa. F. MW. STONE: I quite
agree with the Hon. Mr. Davies, that
instead of lowering the amont, we
should increase it. In Perth there are
hundreds of blocks which are now idle and
which are only rated very low. I should
rather see the amount increased than
diminished, and therefore I shall oppose
this amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 156 passed.
Clause 157.-Valuers:
THE How. F. T. CROWDER: I find

that the cost of valuing in Perth will
come to £750, and when this Act becomes
law the City Council will have no alterna'
tire than to~ appoint valuattors to re-value
the town, and we may not be in a
position to find the money. By striking
out the word "Ishall' and inserting

"may " it will give the Municipal
Councils power to adopt the old valua-
tion if they think fit. I shall therefore
move that "shall" be struck out, and
"may" be inserted.

THE How. E. W. DAVIES: I fall in
with the idea of the Hon. Mr. Crowder,
because I am sure the munlicipalities will
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not be able at present to afford the money
to have these valuations made.

THE How. J. WV. HACKETT: I trust
this clause will he allowed to remain as it
is. There is great dissatisfaction in Perth
with the way property is valued. In
Fremantle they may, do better, l)ut in
Perth I know there is the greatest dis-
satisfaction and the greatest suspicion. I
have received innumerable comp~laints,
making reflections of the strongest char-
acter.

THE How. F. T. CRoWDER: There is
power of appeal.

THE How. J. W. HACKETT: That
means money, and people prefer t6 suffer
the first loss rather than the ultimate
loss. What is required is to take the
valunation out of the hands of the Council.
I could put my hand upon a dozen in-
stances where it is stated that friends of
the couneillors have received a, certain
amount of consideration. I look upon
this as one of the most valuable invasions
of the old law, and one we should cling
to, if we wish to see purity in our civic
institution--.

THE HON. H. McKERNAN: I intend
to) support the amendment of the Hon.
Mr. Crowder, because I think very few
muinicipalities will be prepared to bear
thle expense of a new valuation. I have
acted as a valuer for two years in Perth,
and as far as I know there have never
been any complaints. If the complaints
referred to by the Hon. Mr. Hackett were
,anything but frivolous, we should have
seen them published in the newspapers.
It seems to ine strange, after what the
bon. member has stated, that nothing has
appeared.

TaE HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Too dan.
gerous!

TnE RON. H. MOKERNAN: That is
all the more reason why they should be
-published. If the hon. member had any
experience of municipal matters, he would
have been himself one of the first to vote
for this amendment, so as to save the
City Council the expense of making this
valuation.

THE HON. J. 0. G. FOULiKES: The
chief argument against the clause as it
stands is that it will entail a great expense
upon the mnmicipalities, and will cost be-
tween £600 and £600) a year for the valua-
tions. I think it could be done for much
less. I know I would undertake to do it

for much less, and to give reasonable satis.
faction. I do not suppose I would be
able to satisfy everyone, especially people
who wvrite to newspapers, because, as a
rule, these people grumble at anything.
Then the expense will not occur fre-
quently, because once a valuation is ob-
tained it maky last for years. Perth is
increasinig every day, and if Ave get the
valuation now it will cost loe than if we
defer it for scune time.

THE RON. F. T. CROWDER: In the
future we may be in a bettor position to
pay for it.

THn HoN. D. K. CONGDON: It is
my intention to support this amendment.
Mly experience in these matters is fairly
considerable, and I may say the course
usually pursued in Fremuantle is that
referred to by the Hon. Mr. MoKernan.
The members of each ward go round the
town and value; and I do not think the
system has given any large aanoimt of
dissatisfaction. It has worked fairly well,
and has been done without any cost to
thme ratepayers. I shall therefore support
the amend ment.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): If this amendment is
carried, it will necessitate several Other
provisions to be added to the Bill, and
we shall have to insert other provisions
enabling councillors to go round valuing,
as they have done in the past. No other
mode of valuing is provided, except by
two sworn valuers; and if councillors
are to go on as they have done in the
past, all these provisions will have to be
r-cast. One of the principles of this
Bill is that the valuation shall be taken
out of the hands of the councils; and I find
that this clause was agreed to by the
delegates at the late Municipal Conference.
I tru~st, therefore, the lion, member will
not press the amendment.

THE HON. El. W. DAVIES: It says:
The council shall from time to time"

does that mlean annually ?
THE,, COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

S. H. Parker) : I take it that once
a, valuation has been made, thle Coun-
cil. can adopt it year after year after-
wards, without a fresh one being
made.

Tas RION. H. AMoKERNAN: If we
carvy this anaendinent it will be very easy
for us to strike out clauses 167 to 161.
At any rate, the matter evidently requires

Municipal Institutions Bill.



Droving Bill. [ 10 OCT., 1894.] Loan Bill, 1894. 99

further consideration, and, I think, we
bad better report progress.

THE floE. E. H. WITTENOOM: This
seems to me a very important matter,
especially as it will alter the principles of
the Bill. I agree, therefore,E-with the Hon.
11r. McKernan that we should report
progress, and consider the matter a little
more before we go on with it.

THE HON. H. McKERNAN: I move
that progress be reported.

Question put and passed.

DROVING B[LL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first time.

MARRIAGE BILL.

IN COMMliITTEE.

Clauses 3 to 6 agreed to.
Clause 6.-Time of celebration of

marriage:
THF HON. S. J. HAYNES moved that

the word "six," in the second line, be
struck out, and the word eight inserted in
lieu thereof. He said: I understand that
if the time for the celebration of marriage
is extended to 8 p.m. it will be an ad-
vantage to the working classes, 'as other-
wise they would have to lose a clay's pay
if they wish to get married.

THE RON. J. W. HACKETT: The
objection I have heard raised to 6 o'clock
being the time, is not so much on account
of the bride and bridegroom, but for the
others who attend marriage celebrations.
Perhaps it would meet the case if we
altered it to 7 o'clock.

THE HON. J. C. G. FOULKES: I t
seemnsto meastrange thing that we see two
bacbeloirs taking such interest in the time
at which marriages may be celebrated.
I hope they are not legislating for them-
selves.

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. HR Parker): I hardly think it worth
while altering the time, although per'-
sonally I should be 'glad to see the
time extended. Still, for the sake of an
hour or two, it is not worth while sending
the Bill back to the Assembly.

Amendment negatived.
The remaining clauses were agreed to,

and the Bill reported.

LOAN BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Ttem 4-Railicay to the Collie Coal-
field, ezcln sive of rolling stock, £260,000:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): The object of placing this
sumi in the Locan Bill is to enable the
Government to build( at line of railway
from the Southi-Western Railway to con-
nect withi the Collie Coalfield, a distance
of some 26 miles. I believe the idea of
the Railway Department is to construct it
from a place near Brunswick, about 16
miles this side of Bunbury, and it is
estimated that.£60,000 will he sufficient
for the work. The Government undertook,
in the Lower House, not to bring in the
special Act authorising the construction
of this line until next session, and that in
the meantime they would spend nothinig
except for surveys. So that hon. mem-
bers will understand that if they pass this
item,. the Government is pledged not to do
anything until it is established thatt the
coailfield is a good one in every respect.
Twelve months will elapse before any-
thing of the real work of this railway will
l)C undertaken, except, as I have stated,
as regu-dS the surveys, and the Govern.
ment wvill, in the meantime, do their
lutmost to prove the quality and extent of
the coal by manas of boring. I may add
that the Government has been informned
by its officials that the coal which has
been found there is good coal. I read
only recently the remarks of the Govern-
nient Geologist, and also the report of Dr.
Robertson, who says that we have really
good merchantable coal at the Collie. It
seems that the coal, as far as it has been
proved, is not as valuable as that which
conies from Newcastle, but, taking the
cost of Newcastle coal carried 55 miles,
and the cost of Collie coal Carried a similar
distance, it seems that the latter can be
produced at a inuch cheaper rate than New-
castle coal, only it is somewhat inferior,
inasmuch ais one ton of Newcastle coal is
said to be equal to 2132 cwt. of Collie
Coal. Even assuming that Collie coal
costs Is. or 2 s. more, it seems to me that
in the public interest we should try to
develop this field,' so as to keep the money
I hat we now send out of the colony for
coal, here. The Railway Department
alone. I1 believe, consumes about £10,000
worth a year, and when the new lines to
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the Murchison and Coolgardie are con-
sfructed, it is obvious that the consump-
tion must be much greater. As I have
said, no portion of this amount, except
that for surveys, will be spent for 12
months, and I ask hon. members, there-
fore, not to strike out the item. In the
meautinme, if it is shown that we cannot
profitably work the coalfield, of course
the Government will not introduce the
Bill for the construction of the railway;
and therefore, by passing this item, it only
means that the Government are em-
powered to raise £60,000, which sum. Can
be re-aplpropriated if we do not carry out
the work. There aire numerous works on
which the money could be spent, and,
therefore, there can be no possible ob-
jection to its being raised. If this iteui
is struck out, and it is shown that we
have a valuable coalfeld there, Yielding a
coal fully equal to that obtained from
Newcastle, then hon. members will see
that they have made a great mistake in
striking out this item, and thus refusing
to allow the Government to raise the
necessary funds for the construction of
this line in case it should be wanted. I
hope hon. members will be satisfied with
the assurance of the Government, and will
allow this item to remain on the schedule.
This item is in a different position to the
Bridgetown railway, because it was pro-
posed to construct that line at once, but
in regard to) this line, hon. members will
have another opportunit 'y of discussing
the Bill when it Comes befora them
next session. If hem. membe-s will
pass this item they will not be pledged to
the construction of the line, because I
tell them that the Government will not
go on with it unless it is p roved, during
the next twelve months, that we have a
thoroughly reliable coal. In a Loan Bill
of £21,500,000, £60,000 is a small amount
for members to strike out with the idea
of reducing the total. If the idea is
not to reduce the total, then, with the
assurance I have given, there Can be no
objection to pass5 this item.

TaE HON. F. TI. CROWDER moved,
as an amendmrent., "That in the opinion of
the committee the Legislative Assembly
should bea requested to omit Item 4 from
the schedule." He said: In moving this
amendment, I wish it to be distinctly
understood that I am in no way an
opponent to building railways to payable

coal mines, as I have always held that a
good coal mine would be better than a
good gold mine, because until we have
the former we cannot look to the manu-
factures of the colony making great
progress. But my opinion has been
that the Collie is not a good field.
and the reports recently rceived have
not dissipated that opinion. If the line
to the Collie were built, and turns out a
failure, the country will be saddled
with ain expenditure of something like
£3,000 a year to pay the interest of the
money expended on tbe railway. The
coal uot being there, the line will not
pay for the axle-grease of the rolling
stock. The Government have had ample
time in thi-ee years to prove the coalfield,
and until the Government do this they
have no right to ask the House to
vote.£60,000 for the line. Opinion might
altogether change in twvelve months in
regard to the field.

THE COLONIAL SECRIETARY (Hon. S.
H. Parker): I have undertaken that
the Government will not spend any of
the money until Parliament is consulted
next year.

THE HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I am
quite aware of that, but I say the Govern-
ment have no right to ask for the money
until they have proved this field. Until
they do prove the field, why in the name
of all that is holy should they' place this
amount on the Schedule? U~p to the
present the Government have done noth-
ing to develop the field; it was only
quite recently they had invited tenders
to raise one thousand tons of coal. They
should have imported a diamond drill.
If we pass the vote, the Government will
expend £2,000 or £3,000 on surveys.
They have no right to survey the line until
there is something to justify it. Let
the Government prove that there is good
payable coal, and I ami willing to put my
hand in my pocket mnyself to help build
the line. It is all ver-y well for the Hon.
the Colonial Secretary to point out that we
can do no harm by raising the money,
aid that it can be re-appropriated; but let
the Government say at once that they
want it for water on the goldfields, and
not for a coalfield line. As far as the
guarantee which the Hon. the Colonial
Seci-etary has given us is concerned, it has
very little weight with me; and I trust
that hon. members will do their duty
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fearlessly, and vote for my amendment to
strike out the line.

THE HoN. J. W. HACKETT: 1 pro-
pose to consider this matter in a totally
different light to that in which the hon.
member has presented it. This matter
stands in a peculiar position. So far ats
I understand, for reasons I shall advert
to later on, the Government have resolved
to put the small sum of £960,000 on this
Schedule for the construction of ai railway,
exclusive of rolling stock, but they have
assured us that the money is to be held
in suspense for twelve months, except as
regards So Much of it as is absolutely
necessary to make the surveys. There-
fore, except as to a small stun, the whole
of it will be available for re-appropriation
next session, if such a course is considered
necessary. I fail to see how this House
can refuse to entertain such a reasonable
proposition as that. The money wifl not
be spent for twtelve mohths, and even then
whether it will be spent or not depends
on how the coalfield turns out. Under
the circumstances, I am disinclined to
argue as to the merits of the coalfield,
because that is a question we shall have
to consider next session, when the Bill
authorising thle construction of this line
comes lbefore us. If it is found that the
coal is of good merchantable quality,
then we shall have done right in allow -
ing the Government to raise this money,
bitt if the field turns out a failure, then
no hai-m will have been done, because
the money will be available for other
purposes. We Must rememlber that if we
have any indications of coal we should
develop them as much as we possibly
can. It is coal, and coal only, which has
kept England going for a very long time,
and if we can only discover a true coal
measure here, it will be of far greater
importance to us than all the goldields
put together. If the existence of a good
coalfield were proved, I take it there
would be no opposition raised to the
construction of this railway. If the
tests are favourable, how then should we
get the money to carry out the work -

THE Hos. R. G. BuRGEs: Treasury
Bills.

THE HON. J. W. HACKETT: Treasury
Bills are only all expedient, and an un -
desirable expedient. The Eon- Mr. Barges
suggests a new loan, hut that would
have the effect of doing exactly what I

am desirous of not doing-of running
the country deeper into debt, because it
must not be thought that if we again go
to the English investor, that it will be
for £120,000 onl Y, the amount of the
cost of constructing these railways. It
is better policy to ask for the whole
amount which is required, rather than
to make numerous applications to the
investing public. If it is the idea of the
hon. member to raise the. money by
another loan, he is simply paving the
way to more extensive borrowing. I
think, after the handsome concession
which the Government have made, we
should show ourselves distru stf ul of the
Government and the resources of our
country if we reject this item on the Loan
Bill.

THE HoN. H. MCKERNAN :I conteud
that the development of this coalfield is a,
matter for private enterprise, and not for
the Government; and for that reason I am
opposed to the item. There axe other
reasons also why I shall oppose it, and
one of them is that I cannot swallow
the reports which have been made by
some of the experts as to the coal. One
of them tells us that there are eight or
nine million pounds' worth of coal there,
but I do not think any hon. member in
his sober moments will be able to take
this in.

Tics PRESIDENT left the chair until
7-30.

On resuming,

THE COLONIA L SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Paxker): I have mentioned on
several occasions that the Governmnent
undertake to spend no money on this
railway this year, except for surveys. I
will now go further and undertake that
the Government will not expend any sum
exceeding £600, which it is estimated the
surveys will cost, and that subsequently
not a penny' will be asked for unless it is
proved to the entire satisfaction of the
Government that good merchantable coal
exists at the Collie.

Te HON. J. C. G. FOUlLKES: I rise
to support this item. The colony has
very few industries; and, if I might men-
tion them, they are timber, gold. and
perhaps wool-growitig. Thdeeitems form
our exports, and if we can add coal to the
number we shall be conferring a very
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great industry upon the celony. We
have the opinion of the Government
Geologist, Air. Woodward, who tells us
we have good coal at the Collie. We
have had a Government test with very
satisfactory results, and we have Dr.
Robertson, an expert fromn New South
Wales, who informs us that we have true
coal measures there. From tile samples
obtained, hie says there is no doubt we
have a good all round coal. When the
line was opened between Perth and Bunl-
burr, the train was brought up and taken
hack with coal raised at the Collie, a
distance of 112 miles each way. We
have also the assurance of the Govern-
ment that they will further prove thle
field before they spend -any of the money
they propose to raise, and, therefore, I
do not see what harm we an do in pass-
ing the item. They do not say, "If you
vote this money we are going to mnake the
rail-way;" they simply say, " Give us power
to raise the monecy, and if by next year it
is seen that the line is thoroughly justified
we will bring in a Bill and ask Parlia-
mnent to authorise uts to construct it."
Surely that is reasonable. It hats been
suggested that if during next year it is
found that the coal is good we can float
another loan, but. I would remind hon.
members that there is uothing so damuag-
ing in the world as continual borrowing.

THE HON. R. G-. Bunou~s: Wecan raise
it. by Treasury Bills.

THx HON. J. C. G. FOULiKES: The
other colonies have raised moneyb
mneans of Treasury Bills, and there has
been nothing which has had so great a.
tendency to damage their credit. We
cannot gjo Home and ask people to lend
uts a small amount like £60,000. We
should bex told we had better go to one of
our banks and get anl advance. After
what the Colonial Secretar y has stated it
means, if we reject this item, that 'ye do
not trust the Government.

Tan HoN. F. T. Cnown>En: Nothing of
the sort.

ThuF HoN. J. 0. G. FOUJLKES: That
is what it ineajis, because they have given
us their assurance that they will not
make this railway until the coalfield is
full-% proved, and I am prepared to accept
their word. J think the Government
have conceded a great deal by assurinug
uts that they will not commence the work
until after next session, and that in the

meantime they will not spend more than
£600 on surveying the line. I ask hon.
members to vote for this itemn, because
they cannot do wrong in doing so.

THE RON. C. E. DEMlPSTER. 1 do
niot think there is a single member who
would have hesitated in this mnatter, if hie
thought that coal existed in sufficient
quantities to justify the construction of
this line. From the evidence before us,
however, I think we have not sufficient
to justify it. Now, however, we have
thle promise of the Government that
nothing shall be done for twelve months,
and it is put to uts that the money winl
not be spent during that time. I think
that if we do not accept that assurance,
we shall be showing at want of conti..
deuce in the Government. Surely, when
we have a deliberate statemient such as
thle Hon. the Colonial Secretary has
mnade to us, we (an trust them not to
spend the money. 'I did not come here
with a. view of entering into opposition to
the Government, although I think it is
our dutty to oppose then whenever we
consider the measures they bring forward
are undesirable. Many of us, I know, are
not satisfied that this railway is justifi-
able, but, with the assurance of the Gov-
erment, I shall not he prepared now to
vote against the item.

Tan, HoN. F. XW. STONE: The Govern-
iiacnt put this itemn on the Schedule
apparently to test the coalfield. now
cani a railway test a coalfield? It is
necessary to prove the existence of a coal-
field before asking for a railway. Even
Dr. Robertson had suggested that a
greater width than th ree feet of coal, and
that more than one workable seam should
be proved, before at railway should be
constructed. If the Government hlad
conic down and asked for a railway to
the Mturchison tand Coolgardie simply on
the reports of the geologists that gold
existed there, hut had not heein proved,
wie should have laughed tle proposal out
01E the House. If there is a good coal-
field there, how is it thatt ]Lases have not
been taken up in the same way as have
been done oil the goldfields? If we had
fond shafts sunk there, aLnd the coat
properly tested, I am sure this itemn would
he passed in this House without discus-
sion. In voting for the items of this
Loan Bill, I think it is our duty to see

Ithat in every case the work is justifiable.
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I do not think it is in this instance, and
therefore am comipelled to vote against it.

THE Hoej. E. HENTY: I shall Sulp-
port the Government, because I think we
are bound to, after the pledge they have
given us. I know it will be said I have
" ratted " on this point, but I have never
given ally idea of how I should vote. I
have reserved to myself the right to hear
the arguments on both sides, and I dto
think that, after the pledge given as, we
should allow the item to go. On the last
item I voted against the Government,
because I considered the arguments
brought forward in favour of the work
did not warrant its construction. On
this question I shall again vote inde-
pendently, and support the item. I know
Mr. Wittenoorn will attempt to give me
"fits " for this.

THE HON. -E H.L WITTENOOMI: I ani
not your keeper.

THE HON. E. HENTY: I know what
the Ilion, member will say, but Still 1 caM-
not decline to accept the pledge which
the Government has gi ven us.

THE HoN. E. MoLARTY: 1 think
very little rem~ains to be said on this
Sub)ject. One of the objections raised
this evening was that the Government
were going to fritter away £2,000 or
£3,000 on the surveys for this line. Now
we have the assurance of the Government
that not more than £2600 will he spent,
and that is not a large amount; so that
objection falls to the ground. Already
a considerable quantity of coal has been
raised, and the Government are in pos-
session of reliable information on the
subject. We know that coal does exist
there, and we have the reports of experts
on the subject, so that we are not alto-
gether in the dark. In my opinion it
would be0 a great advantage to the colony
if we can open Up a coalfield. The Hon.
Colonial Secretary has stated that even if
the coal locally produced costs us 2s. a
ton more than the imported article it
would be to mu- benefit to have it, and I
go further and say that if it costs 60 per
cent. more, it would be better for us,
inaLsmuch1 as we c-ould keep the whole of
the money in the colony. I ani quite
satisfied that the coal is of a sufficiently
good quality to answer all local require-
ments. It has been tested on the railway
and at some of the mills, and I. do not
see why, when we go further down, it

should not be fully equal to the imported
article. As to the quantity, we have the
assurance of the Government Geologist
that there is an almost unlimited supply.
Apart from all this we have the assurance
of the Government that nothing will be
(lone for twelve mionths, and that in the
meantime the field will he fur-ther tested.
What more we can want I do not know.
I am not altogether surprised to find
opposition to this item, because it involves
an expenditure in the South, and I may
say at once that I do not think that these
two items are a fair Shar-e of the loan to
be spent South of Perth. The people
ther have to pay their share of the
interest, and they should participate fairly
in ti]0 expenditure.

THE HoN. 0- A. PIESSE: 1 do not
profess to know much about this matter,
but it seems to me that, in view of the
assurance given by the Government, we
have no choice but to pass the item.
We are not ask-ed to build the railway.
but to allow this sum of £60,000 to be
raised. Under the eircumistance4, if we
strike out the item, it will simply mean
a vote of censure on the Government.
Before 12 months this field will have been
proved, and it will take almost that time
to borrow the money. I understand that
the loan will be borrowed in sections, and
it does not follow, therefore, that the first
aamt raised would be for this line. I
shall vote for the item now, and when
the Bill comes before us, authorising the
construction of this line, I shall r-eserve to
myself the right to vote against it, if the
development of the field does not seem to
me to justify the construction of the
line.

THE HoN. E. H. WITTENOOM: I
r-egr-et to find it my duty to again support
the amendment, and I do so with deep
regret, because this railway is in the same
part of the colony as the Bridgetown
line, which we have thrown out, and
because it looks very much as if we had
a prejudice against the Southern portion
of the colony. I therefore feel a diffidence
in opposing it, although I cannot allow
that to interfere with my sense of duty.
I believe a coalfield would be of immense
advantage to the colony for many reasons.
it would involve the employment of a
large amount of labour, and it would
mean that we should be saved sendin~g
out of the colony thousands of pounds a
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year for coal. That being so, it is with
reluctance that I support the amendment.
The Colo nial Secretary has told us that
the Government will not expend any of
the money without the sanction of this
House, and farther, that not more than
£600 shall be spent in surveys. If this
were the only item in dispute I should,
tinder the circumstances, be inclined to
allow it to pass, but as we have practically
thrown out anofher item, I think it is
hardly worth while to let this go. I
must deny the statement which has been
made, that because we do not accept the
assurance of the olonial Secretary, we aire
practically passing a vote of censure on
the Government. The reasons which led
me to vote for the amendment are, firstly,
that the quality and quantity of the coal
are questionable; secondly, that as far as
I1 can see, the work will not be remunera-
tive; and thirdly, that we are not in a
positiou to risk undertaking any work on
the mere chance of its being remunerative.
As to the quality of the coal, it is
aulinitted in the reports that it takes '28
cwt. of Collie coal to equal one ton of
Newcastle coal; therefore it is obvious
that the coal is niot of the besit quality.

THE ]ION. E. HENnr: That is the
surface coal.

THE: How. EI. Hf. WITTENOOK: But
we must get better coal1 before we are
war-ranted in constructing this railway.
As to the quantity, we are told that there
is £800,000,000 worth there, but even
that remains to be seen. Then comes the
question of whether it will. pay to bring
this coal to market. Can a railway carry
it cheaper than the ships? I understand
Ihe working expense of this railway will
be £7,800 a year. As against this we arc
told the Government railways consume
8,000 tons a year, and this, over 25fL miles
at Id. per ton per mile, gives £2633 6s.
8d . But I will be liberal and put the
whole revenue down at £2,000 a yeas,
which is very little against an expendi-
ture of £7,800, and I do not think anydn e
will assert that such an undertaking Will
he a paying speculation. Then the 'coal
from the Collie is estimated to cost l7s.
5d. per ton, as against Newcastle coal at
27s. 3d. delivered at the same spot. In
making this alculation the coal is esti-
miated to cost ?s. 6d. per ton on the
trucks at the pit's month, whereas we
know that at Newcastle it cannot be put

on the trucks under 9s. per ten. The
Land Company at Albany can get New-
castle coal. delivered to them at i~s. per
ton, and that being so I should think
another 2s. 6d. per ton would bring it to
Fremantle, so that there would really be
very little difference in the cost at Fre-
mantle between the Collie and Newcastle
coals. I have shown, therefore, tha~t we
should lose annually on running the
railway, and that we should get inferior
coal delivered to us at Fremantle at about
the same price that we get prime New-
castle coal. Besides this, the railway
would be of no use to the country for
any other purpose thanu the conveyance of
coal.

THE HON. E. McLARTY: What aboni
the timber ?

Tns lHoN. E. R. WIVHENOOM: All
the timber required for many years to
come will be got mnUch nearer to Donny-
brook than the Collie.
Tar Ro. J1. C. G. FOULKES:- The

line would pass through an extensive
forest of jarrab.

THE: lRON. E. 11l. WITTENOOM: We
don't want it; there is plenty of jarrali
near existing lines. 1 do not think I
shall say much further on this subject,
because it seems to me that bon.
members dTo not wish to pledge them-
selves to it without a full knowledge of
the subject, and without sufficient data.
If this coalfield is as good as it is claimed
ito be, I think some company would have
run a railwa6y to it long before this.
The Hon. Mr. Hackett referred to
England being kept going by coal but
he forgets that all the coal mines there
are in private hands, and the veal is
conveyed by private railways. The Hon.
Mr. XeLarty has referred to the con-
struction of the Cue railway;- but I
think I can make out a good case for
that line, and if the hon. member could
make out as good a one for this
one, I should be prepared to support
him. The Hon. Mr. Fiesse claims
we should support the Government,
because they have made a concession to
us by saying that they will not spend
this money. We don't want the con-
cession; we want them to bring forward
a policy of reproductive works. I feel
sure that the mere fact of the Gov-
ernment wishing to put this line on
one side for a time is a proof that they
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are not sure of their ground. It is not a
question of sentiment whether we believe
in the Government or not, but it is a
question of our duty to the people we
represent, and that, duty is to see that no
money is voted unless it is for the good
of the colony, and on reproductive works.
I think the Government should take such
steps as are necessao'y to allow private
people to develop these coal seams. They
will do much better than the 0-overument,
and, if it is shown that good coal exists,
there will not ho the slightest difficulty in
finding the money to construct this
railwVay.

THE HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I have not
been to this part of the colony myself,
and am, therefore, going to give mny vote
upon the arguments I have heard. The
Colonial Secretary did not give one reason
for the construction of the line. We are
hero to eonsid~r whether any particular
item brought forward is likely to pay,
either directly or indirectly; and, as far
as this line is concerned, I cannot see the
slightest prospect of its paying. It is not
a. question of confidence or no confidence
in the Government, hut whether this is a
railway which is required by the country
at the present tunie. Either there is good
coal or there is not. We have the opinions
of geologists, and although we hope they
will prove true, we have had no practical
tests to warrant us in expending this
£00,000. Even the Government do not
seem to have very mnuch confidence in thie
line, because they agree to postpone
bringing in a Bill for its construction
until next session. Under all the circuit-
stances, I think we shall he doing the
right thing if we strike out the item, and
if, during the next 'twelve months, it is
shown that there is a reasonable prospect
of merchantable coal being found, we can
reconsider the quest ion next session. At
present I1 cannot vote for it.

Tus HON. F. T. CROWDER: I have
listened carefully to the arguments of
both sides without having, up to the
present, found anything advanced which
would lead mne to withdraw the amend-
ment. The chief objection I have to this
itemn appearing Onl the schedule is that it
will go forth, both in the colony and in
England, that we are going to build this
railway, whereas the Colonial Secretary
admits that there is nothing further from
the intention of the Government. They

do not intend to build it until they are
sure coal exists. Whlat we wanit the
Government to do is to prove the field
first. They have had three years in
which to do so, but the field lies not been
proved to any extent yet. If durcing the
next twelve mont hs or two years we fin d
there is a payable field there, the mioney
can be advanced out of revenute, and
then repaid out of the next loan. The
Colonial Soecretary Las told us that the
Government will not spend more than
£600 on surveys if we vote this money,
hut I should congratulate the Govern-
ment if they got it done for that sumi.
It would be the cheapest 26 miles of
railway ever surveyed. Blut, I contend
this Council has no right to allow the
Government to spend any money on the
survey of a line until we have determnied.
that the line shall be built. The Hon.
Mr. Fonlkes quoted the Government
Geologist. I don't doubt that gentle-
man's word, but when lie tells us that
there are £2800,000,000 worth of coal
there, I cannot swallow the statement
altogether, myself. Then Mr. Foulkes
stated no h arm coulId be done by al lowi ng
the Government to haeve this money.
because if they did not build the line it
could be reappropriated to some other
work afterwards; but I do not think
we should vote mioney oni princiles
such as this. If we allow this itemn
to go, it will ho said that we have
passed the buiilding of the line, and we
should nhit be able to withdrawu from the
position wc now take up. I shiall not
detaini hon. mnembers further, except to
refer to the remarks of the Hon. Mr.
Fiesse. He said hie did not know, muh
about the matter. I. quite, agree withi
himi. I do not think lie does. Then lie
said that if we refused to pass this
£60,000 it praetii lly amounuted to a voiL
of c;ensure on the Government.

THiE HoN. C. A. Piussu: In the face
of the assurance of the Colonial Secre-
taryP

THu@ How. F. T. CROWDER: And I
say agpain, after that retuark I agree with
him that he does not know much about
the matter,

Question-That in the opinion of the
Committee the Legislative Assembly
should be requested to omit the Item from
the Schedule-put.

The committee divided.
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Ayes ... .. .. 10
Noes.. . .

Majorty .. ... 2
AYES, NOS.

The Ron. R. G. Bar3ges The Hon D, K. Coagdoa
The Ron. E. W. Davies The Hon. C. E. Demsipter
The Hou. R. Wv. Hartley The Hon. J. W. Hackett
The Ron. S. J. Haynes The Bou. Ernest Meaty
The Hon. H. Mc~ennan The Hon. E. bicLarty
The Hon. J. E. Richardson The Hon. S. H. Parker
The Roll. E. Robinson 'The i on. C, A. Piesso
The Hon, IF. M. Stoke IThe lien. J. C. G. Foulkes
Thie lion. E. 1-i. Wittenom (Teller).
The Hon. F. T. Crowder

(Teller).

Amendment agreed to.
Itemn struck out.
Item -5.-Rolliag Stock, £1 74,000:
THEE HON. F. T. CROWDER: Seeing,

that the last two items have been thrown
out, I move that this item be reduced by
£245,000. This is the amount, as far as I
can gather, that should be required for
the rolling stock for these two lines. If
we are not to have the lines, of course We
do not want the rolling stock.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): Tt will be observed that
this itemi is not only for rolling stock for
these railways, but includes additional
rolling stock for existing lines. Although
only £2174,000 is put down in this
schedule, the decmands of the Railway
Depar-tient are so considerable that if
the itemn is reduced the department, UL M
afraid, will not be able to carry on to
the convenience of the public as they
would wish to. The Hon. Mr. Crowder
only recently mnoved a resolution asking
for more rolling stock to be phrcliased,
and I replied to him then that the Go-nv
emninenit were doing all in their power to
Increase it. I have now a, memo. of the
Engineer-in-Chief on this subject, which
I will read to lion, imeimbers, and then I
do not think, they will be inclined to
strike out any portion of the item. The
ineno is as follows
lbs. Ma. Vrroe-

The facts as rogrds Rolling Stock on West
Australian Railways gare as follows t

May . Aic As, Inemse
1& 1. 1St is ye rm

r~oomllee......23 4.5
CAMTrneS anld Passe-

Igerlrke.vans ... 46 70 30
WVoon and goods

brake-vaus.........203 ~q51 798
T aking the cost, landed in the colony, of

each locomotive, including duplicates, to be
£3,000, and of each carriage £41,000, and of
each wagon, on the average, say, at least,
£C100, the value of the increase in rolling
stock above shown would be at least £176,000,
and it would he no exaggerated estimate to

fasume that the increase, during the next
three years or so, would be at least as much.-

Besides this, too, it is a uwell-known fact
that the rolling stock at present is insufficient
for the existing requirements. Another way
of arriving at the probable demnAnds for
rolling stock during- the next three or four
years is on tie basis already assinned for
calculating the benefit likely to accrue from
the improvement of grades of Eastern Rail-
wvay, namely f-On the assumption (on basis
of results during the last three or four years)
that the increase of traffic during thle next
three or four years would represent a con-
tinuous increment at the rate of at least 25
per cent, per annum. The increase in rolling
stock, thus deduced would be 88 locomotives,
149 carriages, and 2,131 wagons, representing
in money value about £2620,000. This result
is, of course, very much greater than thle one
arrived at above (which merely represents the
actual increase during the last three years),
ad it is only reasonable that it would be so,

as the increase, during future years, will be
an accruing percentage on a much larger
qulantity to start with. It is not considered.
p)robable, however, that the amouant require2d
for additional rolling stock, during the next
three or four years. would be as much as
£026,000, but it would probably be some-
where between that and the £9176,000 above
(quoted, say, possibly, as mnuch as £400,000.

It will be seen that, according to this
estimate, the requirements of the De-
partment during the next three years,
for existing lines only, will cost something
like £176,000. Ron. memibers will see
that only £174,000 is put down in this
schedule, -not only for existiiig lines but
for the goldfield aind other lines which
arc about to be constructed. So that
even if we pass th is item ais it stands, I
aiti afraid we shall not even then have
enough to meet the wants of the Depart-
meat and the public. Hon. members
miust remember that it has always been a
charge against the Government of this
colony that they have starved the Railway
Department in the matter of rolli tig, stock-.
Only quite recently there has been a great
outcry about the insufficiency of the stock,
and, every time wve have at Loan Bill for
mnany years to comue, I am afraid we shall
have to provide a, sumi with which to
purchase additional rolling stock. As .I
have shown hon, members, even this
amount is insufficient, and I trust that
hion. members will nmow allow it to pass.

Tiic HON. F. T. CROWDER: I have
Ilistened, with the greatest surprise, to
the remarks of the Colonial Secretary.
It seemis evident now that, if we had
passed these two railways to the Collie
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and the Black-wood, we should have had
practicall y no rolling stock for them, and
should have had to go into the market
very shortly for a fresh loan to provide it.
I shall not withdraw the amndnment,
because it is obvious that this amount
(X45,000) was, I consider, intended to
provide the rolling stock, for the two
lines we have thrown out. I ala aware
that the Government has not enough
rolling stock to carry onl with, and I
understood the amiount on this schedule
would place them in a good position, but
now it appears they will bie almost as
badly off as ever, and would have been
still worse off if we had allowed these rail-
way lines to pass.

T1HE How. H. McKERNAN: After
what the Colonial Secretary has said, I
do not think we should pass over these
items hastily. We know that rolling
stock is required by the Department, and
I do not think we shiall be doing much
harat if we allow the whole amount to
pass5, so that wve may have plenty of
rolling stock to meet the requirements of
the public. I agree with the Hion. Mr.
Crowder that, in the ordinary course Of
things, as we have struck out two of
these lines, a proportionate reduaction
should be made in the item for rolling
stock, but I think, under the circum-
stances, we may very wvell allow this
amount to remain.

THE HON. E. H. WIENOQM:
The deep sense of astonishment which
has taken possession of the Hon. Mr.
Crowder extended itself to mc when I
heard the, statement of the Colonial Sec-
retary that the Enigineer-in-Chief esti-
mated it was necessary that £176,000
should -be devoted for rolling stock, and
that the Gjovernment had only asked for
£174,000. When we find statements of
this kind inade, it only shows us what a
deplorable state the railways would have
been in if these other two lines had not
been thrown out. Under the circum-
stances, I hardly know what to do; I ain
afraid I shall have to vote against, the
amount, unless I can have some strong
argument why I should not.

The committee divided.

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

10

3

ArES.
The Hou. Rt. U. Burges I
The Hon. R. W. Hrdey

The Ron. E. Robinson
The lIon:.1 E. . Wl~litt,o
The lio. ;. T. Cwde

Item passed.

NOES.
'rThe lion. 1). K. Coqdon
'rTe nion. E. WY. Durieg
The Ho.. C. E. DmiPster
The Honu.. .G. Foulke.
The ]toui J. NV Hackett
'lim lion. H Mcerun

TieIo',. E. Dictorty
Tme lio. C. A. Pfiesse
lime I to. P. M. StoineTme H m. .S.i. Parker

Items 6, 7, ami] 8 passed.
Item 9.-Dec~opnzenf Of Agriknrt,

includi cleaing land, drcviiinq Of land,
market int Perth, awd rolt? Rhwrge,
£240,000:

The How. F. T. CROWDER: Would
the Colonial Secretary be good enough to
informn the House what is the meaning of
development of agriculture, draining of
]and, &c.; and would he tell us what is
the amount it is intended to appropriate
to each item ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : I take it that a good deal
of the money will be required for the
market, and cold storage in conjunction
with it. I do not know that the Govern-
ment has allotted any siimi to any one of
these items, but I do know that the
mnarket will absorb a considerable amount
of it. The item, " Development of Agri-
culture, including clearing and drain-
ing of land," will explain itself. Even
if the clearing and drainling of land
aire udertaken olnly ats experimnrts in
some districts, much good will have been
done, because if the work undertaken by
the Government turns out successful, the
settlers in the vicinity miay* be induced to
undertake similar works thienuselvos. T
do not think I Can say any more.

TuE RoN. F. T. CROWDER, I want
to get sonmc idea of the cost of the inarkli.
aiid cold storage. I want this infona-
tion, because it is liy intention to move
that the amount for such he Af ruckc out
of the schedule.

Trip flOw. E. 11. WITTENOOMT: I
should like to know the form tile develop-
mnt of agriculture will take. Is land to
be cleared to enable people to take it up
and settle ont itrP I ani not rising in
opposition to the iteni. I amn quite in
accord with the market for PerthI, and
believe it will do a lot of good, but I
should like the information.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon.
S. H. Parker): The item limeans the
development of agriculture in its widest
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sense. No sums have been allotted to
any particular item, and the Government
ask to have a free hand to spend this
amount for the advantage and benefit of
agriculture.

Tnxz HON. E. H. WITTENooM:t Will
experimiental farmis fortu part of it?

Tim COLONIA-L SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : I do not think the
Government have determined as to how
they wvill spend the money. What the
Government want to do is to induce
-peolple to settle on the soil; although,
for my part, I ani afraid the amount
asked for is far too small, seeing that
£220,000 will be required for the market
and cold storage; the balance will not go
very far, even in eaxperinients. The
intention of the Government is to cler
and drain land, to induce people to take
it uip, and to induce others to follow
their example by clearing and draining
land,

TEEs HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I quite
agree with all that has been said as to
development of agriculture, because it is
necessary that we should get the people,
if possible, to settle on the soil. I may
admit, perhaps, that a market is necessary,
but it should be built by private enter-
prise. If the Government proposedl to
hand over £10,000 to the Municipality
of Perth to buid ainarket with, I-should
support it. And as to the cold storage,
we have it already in Pert Ii, and not half
the space is applied for. In the face of
this, the Government propose to con-
struct cold storage works in opposition
to the existing company. The market
in Adelaide is owned by a compaay, and
it has paid from 10 to 124 per cent. for
the last 20 years, and I h ave no doubt
a mnarket would be profitable here, if
u~ndertaken by private enterprise. I
should like the Colonial Secretary to
separate the items on which it is pro-
posed to spend this £40,000, so that
I can move to have the amnount re-
duced.

TasF Hos. H. MeKERNAN: I do
not think an item such as this should be
included in the Loan Bill. We should
rather do any work of this kind out of
current revenue. I am glad to see,
however, that the Government have not
hesitated, notwithstanding there is a, cold
storage company in Perth, to do their
duty to the people, by wishing to con-

struct similar works themselves. I hope
that no consideration for individuals will
indiuce the Government to throw up
undertaking any work they) think in the
interest of the whole community. I
would rather see these works undertaken
out of revenue; at the same time I
cannot vote against them because they
are on this schedule.

Tan, COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S.IH. Parker): The Hoin. Mr. Crowder

asasked mne to say the amount which it
is proposed to spend on each itemn. Had
the hon. gentleman given notice that hie
intended to move a reduction on this item,
I could have come here prepared with all
the information on the subject, but having
received no notice of this item, either
privately or by means of the notice paper,
I do not think the hon. gentleman can be
surprised if I am not prepared to
give him exactly what hie requires.
I knew the lion. gentleman intended to
move a reduction on the item for rolling
stouek and I came here, prepared with the
information, and had I received the
slightest intimation as to the lion. mein-
her's intention on this item, I should
have been prepared to meet him. With
regard to the market, I believe it is a wish
which has been asked for by the Perth
City Council. That body has represented
to the Government that they are not in a
position to construct a market, nor in a
position to raise the mioney to do so by
loan. I ami under the impression that as
soon ats this mnarket is built the Govern-
mneat will have no intention of running
it, but will hand it over to the City Council,
on that body undertaking to' pay the
Government. the interest on the cost of
construction. I think there can be no
objection to that. I quite agree that any-
one could work a market helter than the
Government. All the Government desire

jis to get the interest on the cost of con-
struction, anmd I don't think there will be
any difficulty, in that.

Tan f1os. F. 'T. CROWDER:- Aster
the remarks which have fallen fromn the
Hon. the Colonial Secretar y, I move that
progress be reported, so that the Colonial
Secretary mnay comne to us at next sitting
prepared -with a definite statement as to
its being the intention of the Govern-
ment to hand over the market and cold
storage to the Perth Municipality, as
soon as the works are complete. If they
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do that, it wipes away all opposition at
once. I wove that progress be reported.

Question put and negatived.
TnE HON. J.C0. G. FOULKES: I regret

that this item is not much larger, because
there are many parts of the colony which
could be drained and cleared with profit
to the country. As to the cold storage;
I should be glad to see it extended
to plates in the North, so that meat
could be killed there and sent down by
Ships.

THE Hiow. F. T. CROWDER: I have
asked three times for infornnation as to
the money that it is proposed to spend
flu these separate items. I consider the
Colonial Secretary should come here pre-
pared to answer all questions. The
questions I put are reasonable, and I
expect them to be answered.

Item passed.
Item 10 passed.
Item 11 .--Inrprovemnents to Horbours

and Rivers, including jettieg and dredging,
£40,000:

THE HoN. R. W. HARDEY: Will the
Hon. Colonial Secretary tell us what
rivers the Government propose to im-
prove? Hon. members are perhaps not
aware that our beautiful river, the Swan,
is being blocked up by debris and rubbish

atRcyBa. I am told that the refuse
which has been thrown over from the
quarries has nearly blocked up the whole
of the deep water. If that is tnie, it is a
cry* ing disgrace. We are spending money
to make harbour works, and presently we
shall have to spend money to dredge
the river. I should like to know whether
])art of this money is to be expended in
clearing rubbish which has been thrown
into the Swan, at Rocky Bay, by the
Works Department.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : I have no information in
regard to what the lion. member alleges
has taken place. I have beard it said
that the department is allowing a certain
amount of rubbish to go into the river,
but I do not know whether it is true.
I imagine, however, that if such a state
of things exists there would at once be
representations made to the Government
on the subject, and as far as I know no

suich representations have been made.
it is proposed to spend the money
on improving the harbours principally
at Geraldton, Carnarvon, Cossack, and

Onslow, sand to complete the work at
Albany. With regard to the dredging,
there i's a large amount of work to be done,
including the dredging of Perth Water.
With regard to what the Hon. Mr.
Crowder'has stated, that I1 should come
here prepared to answer anything, I do
not think there is any necessity for me to
load my portfolio with infor-mation of
which I have had no request to furnish.

THE Hox. P. T. CROWDER: I can
endorse thle remarks of the Hon. Mr.
Hardey in regard to the river filling up,
and I consider it a standing disgrace to
the colony that the Works ]Department
should be allowed to do as they axe doing.
By-and-bye this House will be asked to
vote £200,000 to dredge out the river the
Government have filled up.

THE Hos. E. H. WITTENOOM: I
have much pleasure in supporting this
item, particularly in regard to dredging.
If we do not dredge out a channel to the
jetties, we shall have to lengthen the
jetties all over the colony into deep
water, and therefore auy amount spent
on dredging will be money well spent.

Item passed.
Items 12, 13, and 14 agreed to.
Item 15. - Miscellaneous, including

choarges and expense of raising Loan,
X 30,000:
1 THE How. S. J. HAYNES: I move
that in the opinion of the committee the
Legislative Assembly should be requested
to reduce this item by £10,000. Two
lines of railway have been struck out, and
therefore we shiall not require to raise so
much money, and the expense will be
less.

THE: COLONIAL, SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): The sum struck off the
schedule is £140,000, so that if the bon.
gentleman wishes to be logical he should
onily' move to strike off £23,000, which
18 the proportion £140,000 bears to
£1I,600,000. But supposing the money is
not spent it will be available, and hon.
members must bear in mind that none of
this money can be appropriated, except
by special Act or by Loan Estimates;
but some of the items may exceed the esti-
mate, and thus any sum we may save from
other items can be appropriated to meet
the deficiency. We must bear in mind
that at the present time our 4 per cent.
stock stands at,£110 or £111, but I am

Iin hopes that the Government will be
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able to float their next loan at 3* per
cent., and then we shall want all of this
money, because, instead of getting at
premium we may only get par, or perhaps
a little under par. I txust the lion.
member will not press this amendment.

THE H~or. S. J. HAYNES: After
the Hon. the Colonial Secretary's explana-
tion, I will withdraw it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Item agreed to.
THE fox. F. T. CROWDER: I bveg

now to move that the chairuma report
that the committee recommnend that the
Bill be returned to the Leg~islative
Assembly, with a message conveying the
suggestions agreed to, and that the comn-
mittee have leave to sit again on receipt
of a message in reply from the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 9-45 o'clock p.m..

adjourned until Thursday, October I I th,
at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

I,:egis (atib 4 C As3 III bI 1,
Wednesday, 10th October, 1894.

Postal and Telegraph Conference (New Zealand) Rosoin.
tions-Pharuiscy and Poisons Bill: first reading-
Oroving Dill: third1 lending-Coloial pnisoners
Removal Hill: third readinig - Explosive Sub-
stances Dill: in committee-Hoe pituls Hill: in
committee-Constitution Act F ...tbr Amenduemaet
Bill second reading - Police Act Am~endmnt
Bill: in committe-Stoek Route and Met aply'
for Metropolitan Markets: Report of Selct Coca-
snitOres= from Legislative Coannoi]: Sml

Debs OdinnceAmendment Bill-Messa.ge from
Legsltve Council: A npintment of Parliament

HossCommission - Ilessire from Legislaiv
Council: Dredgin Of Perths Water-Message free,
Legislative. Coni: concurrence inBill-Eitlma.,es
109.: further considered in committee - Mesge
from Legislative Council: suggestions r, Lonu
Bill-Adjoumnt.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 p.m.

RAYERS

RESOLUTIONS OF POSTAL AND)
TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE.

ME. LEAXE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether it was
the intention of the Government to accept
the resolutions of the Postal and Tele-
graph Conference, held in New Zealand,
in March last, namely :-(a) That strong
representation be mnade to the Imperial
author-ities that the mail steamers be
manned with white crews; (b) that it be
a condition of the new ocean mail contract
that the steamers shlould be required to
afford conveniences for the carriage of
frozen mneats, butter, fruit, and other
products of Australasia, at stipulated
maxiuum rates for the same, and that
tenderers should state what cold storage
space they will be prepared to supply,
having due regard to the requirements of
each colony; (c) that the hour of departure
from Adelaide be Friday, if possible, or-,
if not, Thursday, not eaAer titan 2 p.m.,
reaching Albany in 72 hours.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied:

t. The Imperial Government, with the
concurrence of the contributing colonies,
has arranged for the extension of the
present service up to 31st January, 1898.

2. The Imperial Government has
appointed a committee to consider the
whole subject of thle mail communicationL
with the East, and at which the Secretary
of State for the Colonies is represenlted,
and this committee will carefully examine
the cold storage question.

3. The Agent General for the colony
has been instructed to act in concert with
thu4 Agents General for the contributing
colonies in conferring with the committee
appointed by the Imperial Government.

4. When the report of the committee
is received the Government will consider

iand every effort will he made to pro-
vi'de foi- the steamers arriving and
departing from Albany at times suitable
to the colony.

MR. LEAXE: That is not an answer
toimy question. Will the hon. gentleiian
kindly answer the question on the notice

Ipaper?. I think I am entitled to alt
answer, am I not, sir?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Ihave answered it.

MR. SPEAKER: If thelhon. member
is not satisfied with the answer, he had
better renew his question, I know of
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